Tips for reading:

Talk together

Look at the cover and
read the title. What kind
of book is this2 What
might it be about?
Read the first four
pages. Wht might
happen next?

Ask your child if any
parts of the story remind
them of any other
stories they have read

About the words

Your child should be
able to read most of
the words in the book
they have been given
Check the beginning of
the book to see if there
are any focus
vocabulary

Encourage your child to
sound out and blend
words using their
phonics skills

If children are stuck
read the challenging
words to your child and
explain the meaning
Older children should
be encouragred to
read the sentence
around new
vocabu;lary to fry to
work out the meaning

READING AT HOME

Reading with your children

Reading with your child at home is a crucially important way to support
their learning. Reading books together, reading to your child, hearing
them read, discussing reading technique, stories, poems and non-fiction
texts are all key ways to will help your child to develop into an able and
accomplished reader and writer. Here are some general tips for reading
and a resource bank of ideas for questions that may help you with
sharing books and talking with your children about what they are reading
at home.

Should the books be easy or difficult?

The books that children bring home to read, should be matched to their
phonics ability. Older children have more choice of which books they
read, however the books they take home should still be matched to their
reading ability. It is meant to be an enjoyable experience for both parents
and their children. Not stressful!

If your child is getting stuck on every second word, then the book is too
hard for them. This can get frustrating for both you and your child which is
not setting them up for a positive experience. Have a chat to their teacher
if this is happening.

Make it Routine

Find a quiet, comfortable spot that is the go-to reading spot with your
child. If you have other children, this can be tricky! It's about finding the
right time for you and your child. Whether it be just before they go to bed,
or first thing in the morning. Do what works for you!

Ease Into The Book

Get your child thinking about what the book might be about by asking
some questions before you start reading. Here are some examples of
what you could ask:

What do you think this book is about? Why?

Do you think this is a story or a fact book? Why?

Can you read the title? Does this give you some more clues?
What can you notice about the picture on the front of the book?

Don’t Tell Them, Guide Them
If you tell your child every word they get stuck on, they won'’t learn to use

the reading strategies they are learning at school and will expect you to
tell them every time. This isn’'t going to help them to develop and grow as



During reading

Talk about story
language. Look for
common phrases
(once upon a time)
Look out for
descriptive
language that tell
us how things are
said or done
(muttered,
Nellelaglcle)
Encourage children
to use lofs of
expression when
they read. Draw
attention to
punctuation that
adds to expression
(exclamation marks,
commas and
question marks)
Reread sentences
to focus on
meaning where
necessary

After reading

Talk about the story
If the story had a
strong moral, discuss
it with your child
Talk about
characters
mofivations
Encourage your
child to retell the
story in their own
\WelfeH

readers. Here are some basic reading strategies your child may have
been taught in the classroom:

Can they use the picture to help?

Stretch out the word — so for the word shouted — ‘sh-ou-ted’.

Can they see for chunks in the word, or smaller words in a larger word —
so for shouted — they could see ‘shout’, or ‘out’.

Can they sound out the word?

Get them to read to the end of the sentence for further clues. What would
make sense?

Get them to work out the first sound of the word and get their mouth
ready for the word.

Make it Enjoyable!
Reading is meant to be a fun enjoyable time with your child.

If you are getting frustrated with them, this will rub off on them. If they are
finding it hard or they are too tired — read a page each. Get them to follow
along with you and make silly mistakes! Your children will love correcting

you.

Comprehension is Important

When they have finished reading the book. Ask a few questions to check
for comprehension.

Your child’s comprehension is a vital component of them learning to read.
A lot of the time parents listen to the home reader and then mark it off as
complete. Getting into the habit of asking some questions at the end will
help your child with their comprehension skills. They don’t have to be
difficult questions, here are a few that you may like to ask:

What was your favourite part of the book and why?
How did you feel when you read that story?

What did you learn from this story?

What was the problem in the story?

Which character did you like and why?

Read to your child

Not only should you hear your child reading, it is also very important to
read to your child. Reading to your child gives them the oppertunity to
listen to an experiecnced reader and allows them to recognise and learn
the sound and flow of language. You can read them their school book,
however it is preferable to read them books which are slightly beyond
their reading level.



Book Bands
The table below shows how each book band roughly relates to reading age
expectations. As a school, we also use the oxford levels which are more finely
tuned than the book bands particularly in the juniors.

Nursery Up to 4 years old -
Reception | Primary 1 | 4-5 years old
Yellow
‘ 5
Year 1 | Primary 2 5-6 years old
Year 2 | Primary 3 6-7 years old White
Year 3 | Primary 4 7-8 years old
Year 4 | Primary 5 8-9 years old
Year 5 | Primary 6 9-10 years old
Year 6 | Primary 7 10-11 years old




